SPAIN: OFFICIAL

difficult to imagine. Compelled to intervene in its affairs, I
have been led by the irresistible force of events to a system
which guarantees both the happiness of Spain and the tran-
quillity of my own states. In her new situation Spain will
really be less dependent on me than she was before; but I
shall derive this advantage, that, when she finds herself nor-
mally situated, and with nothing to fear on land, she will use
all her resources to rebuild her navy. I have reason to be
satisfied with all the people of rank, fortune, or education.
Only the monks, who occupy half the land, and who foresee
that the new regime means the destruction of abuses, as
well as the many agents of the Inquisition, who are appre-
hensive that their occupation will soon be gone, are still
agitating the country. I am well aware that my action in
Spain will open a vast ground for discussion. People will
fail to make allowances for the circumstances, or for the
facts of the situation: they will allege that the whole thing
was a premeditated plot. But in fact, if I had thought of
nothing but the interests of France, it would have been quite
simple to extend my southern frontiers at the expense of
Spanish territory; for everyone knows that ties of blood go
for little in calculations of policy, and are null and void at
the end of 20 years. Philip V went to war with his grand-
father. The addition to France of such a province as Cata-
lonia or Navarre would have been a greater increase of her
power than the change which has just taken place, and which
in fact benefits no country but Spain herself....

[CoRRESP., xvii, 14170. On June n the Spanish authorities at
Madrid, under military pressure, recognised Joseph as King of
Spain: but the Juntas of Asturias (May 25) and of Seville (June 6) had
already declared war on the French: and soon the whole country was
in revolt. Philip's 'grandfather' should be his father-in-law, the
Duke of Savoy.]
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